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Rhetoric 1030: Writing and Communication 
The University of Iowa
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
[bookmark: _Hlk198292395]Spring 2026

Department of Rhetoric https://rhetoric.uiowa.edu/
Course meeting time and place 
Enter time and location
Instructor
Enter instructor’s name
	Email
	Enter email address
Office location and student hours
Enter building and room number

Select a minimum of 3 hours/week. Define these hours in a way that helps students to understand their purpose and understand that you can meet with them at other times if they have a conflict with your drop-in hours. Note: instructors may choose the modality of student drop-in hours, keeping in mind that in-person courses must have some in-person hours.
Course Supervisor
For courses that have a course supervisor, enter course supervisor’s name and email
Departmental Executive Officer (DEO)/Department Chair 
Dr. Cinda Coggins-Mosher ; sarah-coggins@uiowa.edu

Drop Deadline for this Course
The final day to add Rhetoric or switch to another section is the first Friday of the semester at 4:30 p.m. The Rhetoric Department does not make exceptions to this policy. You may drop an individual course before the drop deadline; after this deadline you will need collegiate approval. When you drop a course, a “W” will appear on your transcript. The mark of “W” is a neutral mark that does not affect your GPA. To discuss how dropping (or staying in) a course might affect your academic goals, please contact your Academic Advisor. Directions for adding or dropping a course and other registration changes can be found on the Registrar’s website. Undergraduate students can find policies on dropping CLAS courses here. 

Class Size Caps
To ensure the highest quality of individualized instruction and because of our small classroom capacities, Rhetoric sections cap at a maximum of 20 students. We do not make exceptions to this policy and cannot add students beyond this 20-student limit.

UI Email
Students are responsible for all official correspondences sent to their UI email address (uiowa.edu) and must use this address for any communication with instructors or staff in the UI community. For the privacy and the protection of student records, UI faculty and staff can only correspond with UI email addresses.

Description of Course
[bookmark: _Hlk216430625]Rhetoric 1030 (Rhetoric: Writing and Communication) emphasizes both writing and speaking skills and consists of scaffolded, formal speaking and writing assignments in addition to informal reading, writing, speaking, and listening assignments.
Provide additional information based on your particular section aims/philosophies.

Learning Outcomes 
1. Students will be able to analyze arguments across media, assessing their structure and persuasiveness.
2. Students will be able to research and articulate multiple perspectives within controversies.
3. Students will be able to advocate their own informed positions within controversies using basic rhetorical concepts and college-level writing and communication skills.
4. Students will be able to demonstrate familiarity with the uses and ethics of information literacy, including artificial intelligence (AI).

General Outline of Course Topics
Skill-building in the arts of Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Multi-modal Communication; Critical Thinking; Rhetorical Analysis; Persuasive Appeals; Cultural Analysis; Recursive Revision and Drafting and Editing Processes; Mapping Debates and Contemporary Controversies; Information and Media Literacy; Argumentation.

Textbooks/Materials
The required textbook(s) for this course are: 
Include title, author, publisher, year, ISBN, and where to find/how to access course materials (bookstore(s), ICON Direct, etc.)

General description of Types of Assessment
Formal and informal writing and speaking assignments, reading and listening assignments, reflections, workshops, class discussions and participation. 

Course ICON site
To access the course site, log into Iowa Courses Online (ICON) using your Hawk ID and password.

Grading System
Grades will be determined along the University’s A-F grade scale (see below), with A as the highest possible grade. Course grades depend mainly on a series of major writing and speaking assignments. The rest of your grade depends on other activities such as informal essays and speeches, responses to assigned readings, peer response workshops, focused exercises, and other class participation. You must complete all major assignments satisfactorily (grade of D- or higher) to receive a passing grade in the course, but this is not the only requirement you must satisfy in order to pass. There is no final examination in this course.

Grades will be awarded based on the following ranges: 
A 			B 		C 		D 		F
  	   		B+ 87-89	C+ 77-79	D+  67-69	F 59 and below
A   	93-100	B   83-86	C   73-76	D    63-66
A-	90-92		B- 80-82	C- 70-72	D-  60-62

Course Grades 
Include in the syllabus: The basic types and number of assignments to be completed (remember that 1030 can now move to a 3 major-assignment-requirement) and a breakdown of how much each one contributes to the final grade for the course. You should also include the deadlines for assignments (here or in the calendar) and any late work policies, including how late work affects grades.

[bookmark: _Hlk197597197]Provide to students somewhere but not required in the syllabus: Detailed information about assignments, including your expectations for student work. This information could be included in the syllabus but does not have to be. Alternately, it could be provided in a separate document or documents or built into your ICON site, if you wish to keep the syllabus shorter/less detailed.

End-of-Semester Deadlines
All work for the course must be turned in by the last week of classes to give instructors time to grade it and to honor instructors’ legal work contracts. As per CLAS guidelines, no late work will be accepted after final grades are turned in. Grades of Incomplete are not awarded.

Attendance
Describe all attendance/absence policies in detail, including how they affect policies on late work (if they do).
You are expected to come to class. The rhetoric classroom is an environment based around the process of formulating and sharing ideas and the progressive development of writing and speaking best practices and the skills of analytical and critical thinking and argumentation. Because of the highly participatory and individual nature of this class, you may, in absence, miss important peer contributions, group work, or other activities that cannot be reproduced outside of the scheduled class time and which may, therefore, adversely affect the quality of your work and its assessment. Similarly, you may also miss important verbal announcements concerning the completion of assignments, changes to the syllabus, or other plans crucial to coursework for which you will remain responsible.

Accommodations
Include language welcoming students to initiate conversations ; explain that a conversation is needed about what constitutes a reasonable accommodation in each specific circumstance.

Other Expectations of Student Performance 
Optional: your own guidelines for class participation, respect for other students’ opinions, distractions and the use of technology in class, etc. 

Student Complaints 
Students with a complaint about a grade or a related matter should first discuss the situation with the instructor, followed by the course supervisor (if applicable), and finally with the DEO (Chair) of the department. Sometimes students will be referred to the department or program’s Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) or Director of Graduate Studies (DGS). Undergraduate students should contact CLAS Undergraduate Programs for support when the matter is not resolved at the previous level.

Academic Honesty and Misconduct
All students in CLAS courses are expected to abide by the college’s standards of academic honesty. Undergraduate academic misconduct must be reported by instructors to CLAS according to these procedures. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy
Generative AI tools (GAITs) are now widely used across society and within the workforce. Rhetoric course outcomes, therefore, include an understanding of the ethics and implications of AI in the context of information literacy, the ability to find, evaluate, and effectively use information. However, the primary focus of Rhetoric courses is to provide you with opportunities to develop and strengthen your reading, writing, and communication skills, and express your ideas creatively and in your own voice. Because uses of AI can inhibit learning and the development of strong critical thinking skills, a general policy for this course is as follows: (Add individual instructor policy here).

AI Disclosure Statement Policy
As part of teaching AI literacy, all Rhetoric courses will include a discussion of ethical citation and disclosure practices for AI use. In courses where GAITs are used or permitted, the following disclosure statement should be included in the syllabus. In courses where GAITs are not permitted, the following statement can be used as a basis for discussion.

Disclosure Statement
As we integrate AI technology into more aspects of daily and professional life, proactive AI disclosures are becoming best practice for maintaining transparency, building trust, and mitigating risk. Simply put, a disclosure is an explanation of the AI tool you used and how you used it. For all assignments, when AI is permitted, you must include an AI Disclosure Statement as a way to be transparent about your use of AI tools. Your disclosure statement must explain any use of AI as part of your writing and thinking process. Most disclosure statement should follow this format (adapted from Kari D. Weaver’s Artificial Intelligence Disclosure Framework): List the AI tool; Describe the category of work it did: Describe how AI was used in that stage of the work. Example: Microsoft Copilot. Idea Generation: I used Copilot to help me come up with a specific angle for a story about the environmental impact of recycling. Information Collection: I asked Copilot to provide me with a list of recent news stories about recycling in the state of Iowa. Failure to disclose AI use is considered academic misconduct. More information about the consequences of academic misconduct can be found in the CLAS undergraduate policies and procedures.

AI Departmental Policy/ Student Agreement
AI in Rhetoric Classrooms
You probably have a lot of questions about generative artificial intelligence tools (GAITs). You may be interested in the social, environmental, and ethical implications of AI. You may also worry about the effect of GAITs on learning and your future careers. Rhetoric courses explore some of the questions and debates around GAITs as part of discussions of information literacy. Some instructors may include limited uses of AI tools in classroom activities. The primary goal of all Rhetoric courses, however, is to help you become a stronger reader, writer, communicator, and critical thinker. Our AI policy is designed to help you achieve these goals.
What we will do:
• By the end of your Rhetoric course, you will understand some of the implications of the widespread adoption and use of AI tools, especially the implications for learning.
• We will do a lot of in-class writing and give you lots of opportunities to develop your own voice and style. Our goal is for you to feel a sense of pride in your accomplishments and ownership of your work.
• If we incorporate AI tools into assignments or classroom activities, we will do this in ways that strengthen your speaking, writing, researching, and critical thinking skills. Our goal is to enhance your learning – inside and outside this classroom – and help you build your brain power.
• We respect your right to opt out of classroom activities that involve the use of AI tools. We understand that some students have concerns about privacy, bias, or the environmental impact of GAITs. Talk to your instructor, and they will find alternative assignments and activities, if necessary.

What we ask from you:
• We ask that you do not use AI-generated text in an assignment or course activity and pretend that you wrote it yourself. When AIuse is permitted by an instructor, we ask that you always include a disclosure statement and / or citation (as described in class and on the syllabus).
• We ask that you understand that if you use or submit writing (sentences, paragraphs, or full drafts) generated by AI without a disclosure statement, even if Iyou edit it, it will be considered plagiarism and a form of academic dishonesty. We ask that you read the CLAS Code of Academic Honesty and abide by it. If you have any questions or would like clarifications, we ask you to talk to your instructor.
• Because strong writing, reading, and thinking skills are vital to your future success, we ask you to please not offload these tasks to AI. If you do use AI tools (Google AI overview, CoPilot, ChatGPT, etc.), ask you to use them cautiously and only in ways that empower your learning and help you to figure out how to write, read, and think for yourself.

Student Support Resources and Related Policies
Academic Support for this Course
The Rhetoric Department provides free, individualized instruction and assistance with writing, public speaking, multimodal composition, and other skills supporting student success. These services can both aid in the transition to university-level scholarship and promote excellence by providing individualized feedback and guidance to all University of Iowa students, staff, and faculty wishing to improve and practice important academic and career skills.

The Writing Center offers suggestions and feedback on all sorts of writing tasks, including course papers, articles intended for publication, theses and dissertations, and multimedia projects. The Writing Center is also happy to provide feedback on speeches and assist in the process of creating and delivering any of your oral communication tasks.
110 English Philosophy Building
(319) 335-0188
writing-center@uiowa.edu
http://writingcenter.uiowa.edu

The Student Center is both a place for students to study, relax between classes, work on group projects, check email, etc, while also being staffed by peer tutors with journalism and mass communication backgrounds who are available to help you with any number of specialized communicative and technological tasks (podcasting, video essays, etc). 
E350 Adler Journalism Building
jacob-mayer@uiowa.edu
https://journalism.uiowa.edu/student-support/student-center

The University of Iowa Libraries, in collaboration with the Department of Rhetoric, offer support to help students become better researchers, including one-on-one meetings with librarians. One 30-minute meeting can help students: locate reliable resources; develop and revise research topics; learn how to search library databases, and more. To schedule an appointment or learn about drop-in services: www.lib.uiowa.edu/research/consultations.  It also houses resources such as The Perch (https://guides.lib.uiowa.edu/theperch), featuring a curated collection of current newspapers, literary journals, and magazines of news, commentary, and opinion that may prove especially helpful for Rhetoric students) and the One Button Studio ( https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/onebuttonstudio/ ) a user-friendly way for capturing high-quality video and audio.

Additional University Policies
The following University policies have been written by the Provost’s Office and are in effect for this course: https://provost.uiowa.edu/student-course-policies. 
(These include: Free Speech and Expression, Accommodations for Students with Disabilities, Non-Discrimination Statement, Classroom Expectations, Class Recordings, Absences from Class, Absences for Military Service Obligations, Absences for Religious Holy Days, Sexual Harassment/Sexual Misconduct and Supportive Measures, and resources to aid in Conflict Resolution, Mental Health, and Basic Needs and Student Support).

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS) is the home of this course, and CLAS governs the add and drop deadlines, academic misconduct policies, and other undergraduate policies and procedures. Other UI colleges may have different policies.

Calendar of Course Assignments and Exams
[bookmark: _Hlk197597164]Include a brief calendar, providing a big-picture overview of the course topics or general themes of each week or unit. Include deadlines for assignments/dates of exams, and note any unusual days (e.g. a day the course is not meeting due to a holiday).

Spring 2026 Calendar:
Week 1: Tuesday, January 20, Opening of Classes for Spring 2026
Week 2: Monday, January 26
Week 3: Monday, February 2
Week 4: Monday, February 9
Week 5: Monday, February 16
Week 6: Monday, February 23
Week 7: Monday, March 2
Week 8: Monday, March 9
Week 9: Spring Break (Sun, Mar 15, 2026 - Sun, Mar 22, 2026)
Week 10: Monday, March 23
Week 11: Monday, March 30
Week 12: Monday, April 6
Week 13: Monday, April 13
Week 14: Monday, April 20
Week 15: Monday, April 27
Week 16: Monday, May 4 ; Friday, May 8, Close of Classes, Deadline for All Work in Rhetoric

Finals Week: Mon, May 11, 2026 - Fri, May 15, 2026. There is no final exam in Rhetoric, as it is a skills course. Good luck on the final examinations of your content courses, and remember that all work in Rhetoric must be submitted by the end of the last week of classes (May 8th). 
